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We, the church of St. Lawrence Knodishall with Buxlow, together with the church of St. Andrew Aldringham, the church of St. Mary Friston and the church of St. Peter and St Paul Aldeburgh combine as the Alde Sandlings Benefice led by our Rector, the Rev Sarah du Boulay.  Whilst there continues growing links between the congregations of our churches there remains, especially felt in Knodishall, a keenness to retain individuality and identity as our parish church - an integral part of the village (despite the fact, of course, the location of the church is far from its centre). 
Our church family to date is not increasing in number but our present congregation is both consistent and keen to maintain our traditions and to provide a warm welcome to everyone joining us – be it a member of the local community or those visiting the area.     Up-Dates, the monthly news letter giving details of services/general news/events etc. continues (initially launched during  Covid restrictions in 2020 and then continuing following the demise of the Parish News)
THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL
The Parochial Church Council met six times during the year and, has always been the practice, should issues arise between meetings requiring attention then these would be dealt with (in consultation with the Rector), reported at the next meeting of the PCC and recorded in the minutes.
The following served as PCC members during the year:

Rector:


Rev Sarah du Boulay                           





Assistant Priest:
Rev Mary Brown                    






Church Warden:
Mr Richard Laws-Smith  (also Treasurer)




Secretary:

Mrs Pat McIntosh







PCC Members:
Mrs Pat Challis










Mrs Pauline Kay










Mr John Macallister










Mrs Ros Macallister (Elder)









Mr Roger Skinner










Mrs Pam Wallace
The Rector, Church Warden, Mrs Jill Hubbard and Mr Roger Skinner are trustees of the Burningham Trust established following the sale of a picture given to the church, its funding designated for ‘ecclesiastical and pastoral  purposes within the parish.’
The average attendance at our weekly Sunday morning service has been  13,  with higher numbers on Ash Wednesday (a Benefice Service), Easter Day and Remembrance Sunday.   In addition over 80 people attended our Carol Service in the Village Hall.
ELECTORAL ROLL
As at April 2025 the number on the Electoral Roll stood at 23 with 11 residing outside the Parish
REVIEW OF THE YEAR
With time passing all too quickly it seems opportune to think, maybe, to recent times and recall  the great success of our Village Carol Service held on the Sunday before Christmas in the Village Hall –  wonderful music provided by the British Legion Band, readers from our Village Methodist Church and local organisations together with people from  our own church.  As last year almost no-one left at the end of the service but stayed on to enjoy chatting and  catching up with friends whilst enjoying the refreshments  – a selection of savouries, mince pies and mulled wine.     A note for the diary:  Carol Service  in the Village Hall  3 pm Sunday 20 December 2026  and also a reminder to add non-alcoholic wine to the shopping list– although squash has previously always been available we guess  nowhere near as festive !)
On the ‘entertaining’ side we hosted three quiz nights during the year – successful in all respects – a community event, fun and entertaining … though at times stretching the knowledge … but of course all resulting in resounding financial success !  Added to these quizzes of course our customary Jacket Potato suppers in colder months and a Ploughmans supper with smoked salmon/cheese/pate and french bread at our June evening.    Again we have to recognise the hard work that goes into arranging these evenings – not least Pat C’s contribution – wherever would we be without her – booking the hall, taking table  bookings, arranging the questions, preparing all the paperwork and acting as Quiz Mistress alongside trying to keep us all under control !!   Alongside her of course we have to thank Mary for keeping a tally on the scores – all pretty stressful especially at the end of the evening battling to finalise and check the figures whilst everyone in the hall is awaiting the results !
It sounds as if food has been playing  a large part in our ‘out of church building’ lives  as here again we must record albeit on a much smaller scale but nevertheless an important day.      We were all delighted to learn that Wilfrid (Ros’ father) had been awarded a Suffolk Medal and days after receiving his award he held open-house in his Aldeburgh home where many of us called to see him (and his medal !) and enjoyed hearing his many and various stories of a long and interesting life !
You will see from the accounts the great boost in our funds thanks to the efforts of Ros and John   with their very popular book and puzzle stall – again its not just on the day but weeks and months  of collecting books, arranging storage  (here we have to thank Pauline Kay for providing a secure place) erecting  the  stall  on the  day,  then  after  the  sale dismantling,  returning  some  books for 
storage with those felt unlikely to sell locally taken to the Oxfam shop in Woodbridge ….. and then of course there is the money to be either handed over to Richard our Treasurer or banked (if a  local bank is open !)    Oh yes, thanks to Ros and John also for (as has become customary)  manning the church on the Suffolk Historic Churches Ride and Stride Day, greeting riders, signing their paperwork and offering them a cold drink. 
Whilst thinking of Ros we must not fail to record with gratitude the hard work she undertakes as an Elder but also now undertaking a preparatory course which if successfully completed will lead to formal training to become a Deacon.   We congratulate her on what she has achieved so far .. and wish her well for her future training
OUR FINANCES
Richard continues quietly and efficiently  to keep our finances in check – and to produce accounts which to the untrained eye are easily understood – if we do ever fail in this regard he is always willing to explain further.    For this we continue to be so grateful.
Similarly too we must also record here our thanks to Mary (Rolph) who works quietly in the background administering our Gift Aid scheme.  It is another task which we fear is overlooked by many of us but one which boosts our income – those of us who pay tax can Gift Aid our offertory as a result of which the church is able to reclaim 25p for each £1 given.   We of course continue to be grateful to those who are able to gift in this way.  
DEANERY MATTERS
Here again Ros and John play an important role as our two representatives on Deanery Synod.  By attending meetings they are able to share news/information with the other representatives as well  as participating in discussion regarding  local Synod and further afield topics and then feeding back at PCC meetings.
OUR CHURCH BUILDING 
We continue to be grateful to all those who on a rotational basis clean and care for the church – again an area where often the little but important things we tend to take for granted would remain unrecognised until they require more major attention.   Here we must record our very special thanks to  Harry who has given so much to the ‘well-being’ and enhancement of our building – think of the beautiful candlesticks, the altar cross and book rest … and the large cross which we were able to use for Remembrance Sunday … and then again, re-decorated for Christmas.    Sadly Harry’s activities have been seriously curtailed having undergone major surgery but thankfully is gradually renewing  strength and we look forward in time to him being  back with us Sunday by Sunday.
We are aware of the need for repairs to be undertaken at the ‘lower’ gate (the entrance used by undertakers) and these should shortly be in hand    And this is where we must record our indebtedness to Roger who often not only arranges for repairs to be undertaken but generously pays the bills !   In addition we are grateful he continues to arrange for the grass in the churchyard to be cut.
THE MISSION ROOM
The Mission Room, dating from  the early 1900’s sadly continues to deteriorate.  It is the home of the Knodishall Pre-School and Parish Council Meetings.  Previously it was used for church activities. 
At the beginning of 2025 our intention was to firmly pursue the route of developing the Mission Room site with a new building to house both the Pre-School and a Community Hub for the village and the church.  An architect was appointed and sketches for the proposed new building produced.
On 13 March 2025 members of the Buildings Committee met two advisors to the Suffolk Community Foundation, the body funded by the Sizewell C project, the intention of the Foundation to help fund local projects, activities and infrastructure as a means of mitigation for the massive impact on local communities of the several year building process.  The meeting was positive.  Questionnaires circulated throughout the village indicated enthusiasm for a cafe and a base for other community activities.  A draft application then followed but received negative response from the Fund representative as our proposal was considered not strong enough to fit  within their criteria.
In the meantime the architect had submitted a pre-planing application to East Suffolk District Council.  In reply dated 27 August 2025 the Council Planning Department said that the proposal did not comply with the policy of the Suffolk Coastal Local Plan as it would result in the loss of a Non-Designated Heritage Asset without sufficient justification in terms of the structural integrity of the building.  We must therefore consider if  the present building be viable for preservation.
On 31 July 2025 two gentlemen from Great War Huts paid a visit to the Mission Room,  Great War Huts being a Bury-based volunteer team dedicated to preserving buildings with an historic connection to the Great War – they can also take materials from that period (the Mission Room’s corrugated iron exterior in this instance)   The two gentlemen were of the opinion that the structure of the building e.g. walls and flooring were sound.  They could not comment on the foundations without an excavation.   Following the response from East Suffolk Council our architect made arrangements for a structural survey of the building taking place on 29 October 2025 including trial holes to examine the foundations.
Please note this report covers the period through until the end of the calendar year 2025. An up-date will be given at the APCM in May 2026.
SOCIAL ACTIVITIES AND FUND-RAISING
Again we enjoyed three very successful Quiz Evenings with their popularity continually expanding – proving successful in many ways – entertaining and fun .. plus of course considerable financial benefit to the church.  Although mentioned before it is worthy of repeating but may it never be forgotten the tremendous amount of work which goes into an evening – all the preparatory work, the evening itself including the supper, then the clearing up (Mary often to be found last thing wielding a large broom sweeping the floor !) .. and too of course the finances to be finalised the following day.
IN CONCLUSION …..
As  is our tradition our Annual Report concludes with recording a big thank you to everyone who has contributed in any way – irrespective of whether the task be big or small everyone’s contribution is valued and adds to the whole !
So our grateful thanks to

 Our clergy team and  Ros our Elder

Our church Warden/Treasurer, members of the PCC and the Buildings Committee

John who works behind the scenes regularly cleaning the brasses

Harry who has supplied the flowers and until recently tended the plants at the entrance of  
the church and carried out numerous other tasks unseen but vital such as replacing light 
bulbs

Those who clean the church and supply/arrange the flowers

Those who regularly arrive at church early in order to prepare for services (it is a far from           
a five minute task to prepare  for services, especially those of Holy Communion)

Those who ensure sufficient supplies of communion wine are available – and replenish 
supplies as and when required

Those who read and those leading intercessions

Cindy, Trevor and Pat C who after services  clear the altar, clean and store the communion 
vessels, undertake the necessary laundry and weekly update the hymn board

Trevor who is often found doing the odd job here and there (and who also valiantly climbed 
the stairs to replace the bell rope !)

Mr and Mrs. Kirkman (the new owners) of Knodishall Place  who have willingly continued 
the practice of keeping the car park available  for our use

Mr and Mrs. Redhead who continue  to maintain the roadside hedges
 
…….  a long list indeed - and here we hope no one has been omitted  !
Although we know  Pat C dislikes ‘publicity’ it would however be remiss  not to record here the rich contribution she makes to the life our church.  Let us for one minute exclude the social side and concentrate on the Sunday by Sundays – she rarely misses a service,  organises occasional organists when these are available (failing that  having transferred all our hymns to her ipad uses this to accompany our hymns),  schedules our readers, up-dates our noticeboards … and  now I hear also  does ‘duty’  when funerals and/or burials take place.  For all that, Pat, we owe you a great big ‘thank you.’ 
So, despite the low level of our numbers may we continue to ‘fly the flag’ for our church – let us never fail or take for granted the gifts we enjoy – and go forth with thanksgiving and hope – remembering always our Mission Statement ‘Reaching out with the love of Christ to all’
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God’s church does not run by virtue of individuals, nor by luck or by throwing money at any problems.  God’s church runs because of a whole team of people who generously give their time, expertise, money, kindness, faith, goodwill and hope.  We pray faithfully and we try to tread where God is already at work, bringing His love and His mission into our community.
As always, I must start by thanking all of our wonderful volunteers, without whom the church wouldn’t function – either as a worshipping body or as a building.  Our team of cleaners, welcomers, flower team, PCC, rota organisers, readers, organists, friends, people who pray so faithfully and many others who give of themselves, their time and their resources so freely.  Thank you all from the bottom on my heart.
Thank you also to our dedicated ministry team, both lay and ordained.  Rev’ds Mary and Nicky, our retired priests and Lay Elder are all so generous with their time and themselves and it is a continued pleasure to minister alongside you.
My not-so-secret prayer of doubling the number of baptisms we hold each year is still being honoured by God and it is really exciting that this ministry is growing across the benefice.  In Knodishall we also hold a number of funerals and burials of ashes and it is such a privilege to be part of people’s lives at these important times.
In 2025 we celebrated the liturgical year with gusto hosting our benefice Ash Wednesday service and welcoming members of other parishes throughout the year on an ad hoc basis.  We are fortunate to be able to offer Communion services at all major feast days and festivals and on such occasions also enjoy welcoming visitors from the village into our worshipping community.
We are re-advertising for the post of Children and Families Worker and pray that the right candidate will step forward and join us here at Alde Sandlings.  In the meantime we are still enjoying great relationships with our ecumenical  friends in the Methodist Church, sharing Good Friday and Carol services and starting to spend more time together building our friendship in Christ.  We are together praying that our deepening relationships will really strengthen the mission we do together in the village.
We have continued with our project to regenerate the Mission Room and although things haven’t gone as smoothly as we would have hoped, we have a clear way forward and are working with our friends at the Pre School and the Diocesan legal team to move forward, for the good of the children of Knodishall and the surrounding areas.
Much has changed in the nearly 4 years since I have joined you as your Rector and although not all of it has been easy, it is a real joy to look back and see how far we have come together.  I feel as though God has really honoured our prayers, faithfulness and passion for Him, for each other and for the Good News of the Gospel, and I am excited to see what He has in store for us over the next season.
As last year I would like to invite you to please join with me in praying for our church and our parish of Knodishall with Buxlow; that over the next year we can continually to prayerfully discern God’s calling to us and continue to spread the Good News of the Gospel throughout His kingdom, joyfully loving God and loving each other as He would have us do.
‘Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law ?’                                                              Jesus replied ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with                         all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.                                                                                   ‘ And the second is like it:  ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’                                                                                  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments’                                  
                                                                                                                              Matthew 22:  36-40











SARAH
